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Letter  to  the Editor

Dear Sir,

Akin et al(1) provided an interesting report on mesothelioma of the tunica vaginalis. The authors mentioned several potential causative 
(risk) factors for the malignancy, notably asbestos, trauma, long-term hydrocele, herniorrhapy and viral infection (simian virus 40). 
Assuming asbestos was the causative factor, fibres from this mineral would need to migrate from the respiratory system after inhalation. 
Asbestos has been reported to translocate in the body from the lung or gastrointestinal system to numerous organs, including the 
tunica vaginalis.(2) It has been suggested that translocation occurs through the blood and lymphatic systems and/or immune system 
cells (i.e. macrophages).(2)

In addition to those risk factors discussed by Akin et al,(1) we would like to mention other factors that have been reported as 
potential causative agents for mesothelioma. These agents/substances include metals, rubber, scars, sugar cane, dietary factors, 
idiopathic, man-made mineral fibres, non-asbestos fibres/materials, infections, zeolite minerals, ionising radiation, inflammation, 
genetic factors, chemicals, synthetic agents, polymers, hydrocarbons, hormones and smoking.(3-5) Although these agents have been 
reported to be associated with pleural and peritoneal mesothelioma, they may also be involved in causation of mesothelioma of the 
tunica vaginalis.(3-5)

Yours sincerely,
John H Lange1, Luca Cegolon2

1Envirosafe Training and Consultants, Pittsburgh, PA, USA, 2London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Department of Infectious Disease Epidemiology, 
London, UK. Jhlange1@hotmail.com
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Editor’s note: The authors, Akin et al, have declined to respond to the above letter.
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