ILetter to the Editor

COMMENT ON: TEACHING METACOGNITION IN CLINICAL DECISION-MAKING USING A NOVEL MNEMONIC

CHECKLIST: AN EXPLORATORY STUDY
Singapore Med J 2017; 58(6): 343 doi: 10.11622/smedj.2017050

Dear Sir,

I would like to congratulate Chew et al on their novel checklist to improve metacognition and reduce errors in clinical
decision-making.™ This thoughtful and explicit approach is feasible and has great potential. Acronyms as mnemonic devices can
work better when they are orthographically correct and aesthetically satisfying.” 1 would recommend using ‘WELD’ instead of
‘TWED’ (T = threat to life or limb, W = what else, E = evidence and D = dispositional factors). The parameters remain the same: W =
what else/what else could it be/what if | am wrong, E = evidence — is it sufficient to conclude or exclude a diagnosis, L = life-or-limb
threat (worst-case scenario) and D = dispositional factors — what emotional and environmental dispositions may be influencing my
decisions. The use of Chew et al’s checklist tool should certainly help “WELD’ the importance of careful reflection into physicians’
minds and, in turn, help us ‘WELD’ the correct diagnosis and improve patient outcomes.

Yours sincerely,
William Kelly
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, Bethesda, Maryland, USA. William.kelly@usuhs.edu
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