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1. Some forms of cognitive impairment are recognisable as an early manifestation of dementia.
2. Healthcare staff will not see more young (< 65 years of age) people with dementia in the future. 
3. No interventions are effective in the early stages of dementia. 
4. Patients who are diagnosed in the prodromal or mild cognitive impairment (MCI) stages of Alzheimer’s 

disease should be encouraged to talk with their loved ones about their personal beliefs and goals 
of care. 

5. Screening for dementia can be done through simple cognitive tests such as the Mini-Mental State 
Examination, abbreviated mental test or the Montreal Cognitive Assessment. 

6. History-taking is still the most important aspect of identifying a patient with dementia or other cognitive 
impairment. 

7. The clinician need not consider reversible causes before considering dementia or other cognitive 
impairment disorders. 

8. Other than dementia, the other possible diagnosis of chronic forgetfulness is MCI and depression 
(i.e. pseudodementia). 

9. In dementia, the long-term memory is affected first before the short-term memory. 
10. Medication review is not useful in diagnosis of cognitive impairment. 
11. Diagnostic imaging studies are commonly performed to exclude stroke, intracranial bleeding or a 

malignant lesion. 
12. Any language barrier, uncooperativeness or low mood, hearing impairment, receptive/expressive 

dysphasia and possible effects of the patient’s highest attained education level need not be documented 
together with cognitive test scores. 

13. Vascular dementia is the most common form of dementia. 
14. Lewy body dementia is dementia with some elements of parkinsonism, fluctuating cognition, vivid 

visual hallucinations and rapid eye movement sleep disorders. 
15. Frontotemporal dementia usually occurs at a younger age of 40–60 years. 
16. It is helpful for the patient to attend the consultation alone during the assessment. 
17. Early diagnosis will confer the sick role on the patient, allaying personal frustrations and/or providing 

an explanation for events, which is helpful for the patient and caregivers. 
18. Referral for a Lasting Power of Attorney and Advance Care Planning should be left until the later stages.
19. Referring a patient to a memory clinic at a hospital allows for a multidisciplinary team approach to 

dementia. 
20. It is important to acknowledge and recognise the caregiver at every consultation.
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