
283

Medical  Educat ion

Question 1. Regarding the clinical auscultation findings of atrial septal defects (ASDs):
(a) ASDs do not cause cardiac murmurs. 
(b) ASDs can cause a systolic ejection murmur that is best heard at the upper left sternal border. 
(c) ASDs do not cause continuous machinery murmurs. 
(d) ASDs do not cause widely split fixed S2. 

Question 2. Regarding ASD:
(a) It is the most common congenital heart disease presenting in adulthood.
(b) Early detection and closure of haemodynamically significant ASDs can help to reduce morbidity and 

mortality. 
(c) The diagnostic modality of choice is cardiovascular magnetic resonance imaging. 
(d) Transcatheter device closure is now an available treatment option. 

Question 3. Regarding the haemodynamics of ASDs:
(a) It can allow right-to-left interatrial shunt flow, which explains paradoxical embolism. 
(b) It usually produces left-to-right interatrial shunt flow, because the left atrium has higher pressure than 

the right atrium.
(c) Most ASDs are haemodynamically well tolerated and remain asymptomatic into adulthood.
(d) A left-to-right interatrial shunt flow is decreased with left ventricular hypertrophy.

Question 4. Regarding the imaging features of ASDs on chest radiographs:
(a) Imaging features include right atrial dilatation, right ventricular dilatation and pulmonary arterial 

dilatation.
(b) The first sign of ASD is pulmonary arterial dilatation.
(c) A large aortic knuckle is seen due to increased systemic flow.
(d) Atrial septal occluder devices are visible on the chest radiograph.

Question 5. The following are known complications of ASDs:
(a) Stroke. 
(b) Arrhythmia and palpitations. 
(c) Eisenmenger’s syndrome. 
(d) Heart failure. 
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