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Letter  to  the Editor

Dear Sir,

We read the article titled ‘Epidemiology of paediatric poisoning presenting to a children’s emergency department in Singapore over 
a five-year period’ with great interest.(1) Koh et al concluded, “The prognosis of paediatric patients who presented with poisoning 
in our study was good, with a short median length of stay for those admitted and no fatalities being reported across the span of five 
years.”(1) We would like to share our ideas and experience on this issue.

In the study, Koh et al found that mothballs and silica gels were common toxic objects. The situation is completely different in 
our country, Thailand, where the commonest toxic object is over-the-counter drugs, especially antipyretic drugs and laxatives, which 
are usually kept for general use.(2) While Koh et al’s study had a relatively good outcome, our institution sees a high mortality rate of 
3.1% for paediatric poisoning.(2) The differences in social and cultural background between Singapore and our setting might explain 
the variation in epidemiological patterns. Nevertheless, an important observation common to both studies is the requirement for 
early management of the case. When focusing on preventive action, attention should also be given to any solid object in the house, 
and not only drugs, that children might accidentally or intentionally ingest.

Yours sincerely,
Won Sriwijitalai1, Viroj Wiwanitkit2

1RVT Medical Center, Bangkok, Thailand, 2Dr DY Patil University, Pune, India. wonsriwi@gmail.com
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