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Letter  to  the Editor

Dear Sir,

We would like to thank the authors for taking note of our study.(1) As mentioned by Yasri and Wiwanitkit(2) with regard to the viral 
factor, the Q80K mutation has been associated with use of direct-acting antivirals(3) in the study by Ruggerio et al.(4) Their treatment 
group included simeprevir, which is an NS3A inhibitor.

With regard to the use of other cytokines, an excellent study has been done by Sghaier et al.(5) However, we did not do this variant 
testing, as our study was done much earlier. The use of IL2BB polymorphism is mentioned as a “viable treatment option”, and this 
has been studied in our group previously.(6)

Yours sincerely,
Benjy Yi-Min Soh1,2, Rajneesh Kumar1,2, Victoria Sze-Min Ekstrom1,2, Clement Yi-Hao Lin1, Sobhana D/O Thangaraju2,3, 
Hwee Huang Tan4, Kwai Peng Chan2,5, Lina Hui Lin Choong2,3, Diana Teo4, Wan Cheng Chow1,2

1Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Singapore General Hospital, 2Duke-NUS Medical School, 3Department of Renal Medicine, Singapore General 
Hospital, 4Health Sciences Authority, 5Department of Microbiology, Singapore General Hospital, Singapore. rajneeshkrs@gmail.com
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