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True  False
In-flight medical emergencies (IMEs) take place in about one out of 604 flights.
Most IMEs are managed by nurses.
The atmosphere in an aircraft cabin is the same as what we experience at sea level.
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The air in an aircraft cabin has a lower partial pressure of oxygen, which results in passengers having an
oxygen saturation of 90%-93%.
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5. Based on Boyle’s law, the volume of gas in an air-containing cavity will expand by 30% at a cabin altitude
of 8,000 feet.

6. Only the sinuses and middle ears are affected by gas volume changes in the air.
The relative humidity of the air in an aircraft cabin is usually between 0% and 10%.

8. ltis perfectly safe to complete the last scuba dive on a holiday and board an airliner on the same day to
fly home.

9. The most common IME is a passenger having a syncopal episode.

10. Obstetric emergencies are one of the most common IMEs and require the attention of a doctor on board.

11. If one needs to lie a patient down flat to perform a procedure, the galley is a good location.

12. All aircraft that carry passengers must have a first-aid kit and a medical kit on board.
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13. The contents of medical kits are standardised across all international airlines and are dictated by the
International Civil Aviation Organization.

14. Not all airlines carry automated external defibrillators (AEDs) on board their aircraft.

15. The cabin crew can be called upon to assist the doctor in an IME, as they are usually trained in advanced
first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an AED, should it be carried by the airline.

16. The responding doctor can recommend that the aircraft be diverted and landed immediately, but the final
decision for diversion rests with the aircraft captain.

17. According to studies, aircraft were diverted in only 7.3% of IMEs.

18. In Singapore, there is no legal duty for doctors to volunteer their services during an IME.

19. In an IME, as long as a doctor volunteers, he will be protected by Good Samaritan provisions, even if he
makes a mistake that is deemed negligent.

20. After responding to an IME, it is reasonable for the doctor to charge the patient, as he has provided a service
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and will continue to be protected by Good Samaritan provisions.
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