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Dear Sir,

We agree with Fustes and Rodriguez’s observation® that the length of stay in patients with stroke is related to several factors, including
medical complications, severity of stroke, age and social factors.

With regard to the length of stay of the patients in our study, we wish to clarify that we had studied 563 patients, and the findings
of only 37 patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD),”” end-stage renal failure, and those on dialysis were analysed and published.
The outcome data only consists of patients with CKD who were on dialysis. The data of the other stroke patients from the study
group is currently under review for publication. The average length of stay of our patients with stroke who did not have CKD and
were not undergoing dialysis was much shorter and varied between 7 and 20 (average 17.5) days. Patients with CKD and those on
haemodialysis tend to have other comorbidities such as diabetes mellitus, hypertension and related complications such as ischaemic
heart disease, impaired cardiac reserve and peripheral vascular disease, which may lead to lower limb amputations. These patients
also have a propensity for arrhythmia and comorbidities owing to their chronic inflammatory state. Hence, stroke per se may not be
the only factor responsible for the longer hospital stay and poor survival.

Our previous studies indicated that CKD is a significant factor affecting mortality in patients with lower limb amputation and hip
fractures.®¥ We also observed that patients who underwent unplanned emergency dialysis had worse survival outcomes.®

Yours sincerely,
Shrikant Pande', Debajyoti Roy?

‘Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, 2Department of Renal Medicine, Changi General Hospital, Singapore. shrikant.digambarrao.pande@singhealth.com.sg
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