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The COVID-19 pandemic and the impact of climate 
change were headline news in the year 2021 . Despite 
the challenges arising from the impact of COVID-19 and 

manpower constraints at the Singapore Medical Journal (SMJ), 
we continue to forge on. We are pleased to share that the 2020 
Journal Impact Factor (IF) for the SMJ increased from 1.359 in 
2019 to 1.858 in 2020 , and the latest five-year IF is 2.053. The 
Journal’s IF has progressively increased over recent years,(1) and 
this is the highest it has been since the SMJ was first published in 
1960. As we enter the year 2022 with a sense of quiet optimism, 
we would like to take this opportunity to update the SMJ 
community about key developments and share our aspirations.

We have continued to highlight subject matters that are of 
topical interest, especially for our local medical community, even 
as we remain an international medical journal that accepts quality 
academic submissions from across the world. Some of these 
recent publications addressed diverse topics such as mentoring 
and competency,(2) medical professionalism,(3) responding to 
the challenges of COVID-19,(4) COVID-19 vaccine-related 
concerns,(5) and colon cancer screening at a younger age.(6) A 
highlight of the SMJ has been our Continuing Medical Education 
(CME) articles with online CME quizzes that are pre-approved for 
the Singapore Medical Council Category 3B CME programme. 
Our Practice Integration and Lifelong Learning (PILL) articles 
serve the needs of our primary care colleagues in this area. To 
meet the needs of trainees and generalists in the hospital setting, 
a new CME series, Problem-Solving for Acute and Critical Care 
(PACC), will be launched in 2022.

In addition, we have increased our presence in social 
media.(7) We can now interact with readers on Twitter, Facebook 
and LinkedIn. We have also been recording selected articles 
for podcasts, although this was temporarily halted owing to 
COVID-19 concerns and logistical constraints. For original and 
review papers, we are highlighting the profiles of first authors (or 
senior authors) to increase their visibility.(8.9) We are continually 

looking for high-quality, novel scientific papers with an impact 
on clinical practice.

We recognise that having a short turnaround time (TAT) from 
submission to review, editorial decision-making and publication 
is extremely important for the authors who submit articles to 
the SMJ. It is also crucial for our readers so that the information 
that reaches them is not outdated. There have been logistical 
challenges at the SMJ that resulted in TAT delays in previous 
years, but with the dedicated combined efforts of the editorial 
board members and editorial staff, significant progress has been 
made to shorten the TAT. The SMJ is currently also looking into 
other methods to improve efficiency and reduce our TAT, such 
as outsourcing operational matters. These changes will hopefully 
unfold in the coming year.

The SMJ will not rest on its laurels; we seek to constantly 
improve and be relevant to our medical community. We are 
thankful to the Editorial Board members, reviewers and editorial 
staff for their efforts in the past year. We would also like to thank 
the authors who have chosen to publish with us. We hope to 
count on your continued support in 2022.
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